
[bookmark: _GoBack]CLMVT Forum 2016: Towards a Shared Prosperity

First-ever Forum on Trade, Investment and Tourism Maximizing cooperation, unlocking obstacles, expanding network and upgrading regional economy
The CLMV cluster comprising Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam, is the grouping of countries of significance to Thailand, especially in terms of export, service businesses, investment and tourism. With its advantageous economic growth rising from 28,002 billion USD in 2013 to 30,534 billion USD in 2014 and 32 billion USD in 2015, the cluster has largely enjoyed continuous and steady expansion. Of the figures, the trade with Thailand in 2015 accounted for as much as 7.6% of the entire CLMV cluster. Furthermore, CLMV tourists in Thailand accounted for 10% of the total number of foreign tourists.
Amidst the worldwide economic downturn, the CLMVT – CLMV plus Thailand – still appreciates the fantastic 5.8% GDP growth during 2011 to 2014, with per capita income of 2,927 USD. And thanks to its total population of 235 million, most of them in the working age, the CLMVT region is truly the home of an enormous amount of purchasing power and consumption rate. All these have made it a significantly interesting destination for trade and investment among entrepreneurs from all corners of the globe.

CLMVT Forum 2016: Towards a Shared Prosperity
The Ministry of Commerce, in collaboration with alliance agencies from both the government and private sectors, is enthusiastic to organize the CLMVT Forum 2016: Towards a Shared Prosperity, during June 16-18, 2016, at the Dusit Thani Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand. The forum will be the stage to showcase the region’s potential, opportunities, development and advancement of trade, investment and tourism, as well as business networking of the CLMVT countries – Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam and Thailand.
The CLMVT Forum 2016 is a grand event that will, for the first time ever, bring together top government executives, prominent businesspeople, policy-makers in trade, investment and tourism, including academics, to exchange information so as to seek development direction, accentuate opportunities, so that the CLMVT
readily set to become Asia’s New Growth Engine in terms of regional connectivity, global value chain, and inclusive tourism. In addition, the forum will correct weaknesses, unlock all obstacles, maximize the region’s potential, expand the network of CLMVT entrepreneurs, policy-makers and academics for the betterment of life quality, including squeeze the most out of the digital age, leading to a more tightened cooperation in ASEAN.
Most importantly, as an organizer and host, the Royal Thai Government strongly hopes that the CLMVT Forum will keep on being the bridge of all members’ economies, societies and politics, for the greater good, for the regional prosperity and for sustainability.
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