
New Era of Shared  Prosperity
Strategically located in the heart of Asia are five neighbouring countries that are evolving into an economic force on the global stage. Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam, and Thailand (CLMVT), are set to reap the benefits of the free flow of goods, services, investments, and skilled labour with the recent launch of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC).
Rich in natural and human resources, with world-class capabilities in innovation and technology, and an indispensable can-do attitude, the youthful population of CLMVT is on the cusp of achieving a shared prosperity to be enjoyed, for the near future, and for generations to come.
The CLMVT countries have a combined population of 235 million people, and average per capita income of almost 3,000 USD with annual growth of 6% in the past five years. We may not look like the world’s important economic force but we are a promising region with a wealth of natural resources, and endless, exciting possibilities. Commerce Minister Apiradi Tantraporn said adding that “If we are to be the main beneficiaries of the AEC’s vision of a ‘Single Market and Production Base’, with free movement of goods, services, investment, and professional workforce, now it is the opportune time to collaborate.”
Realising the endless possibilities that come with successful collaboration, Thailand’s Ministry of Commerce, working in tandem with the Ministry of Tourism and Sports, Ministry of Industry, and the Board of Investment, is spearheading efforts to monetise opportunities for the mutual benefit of the Kingdom and its four neighbours.
To this end, it is organising the inaugural CLMVT Forum 2016: Towards a Shared Prosperity at the Dusit Thani Hotel, Bangkok, from June 16-18, 2016, with the support and cooperation of the Ministry of Industry, Ministry of Tourism and Sports, the Board of Investment, and the private sector in the CLMVT cluster.


More than 500 leading policy makers, entrepreneurs, business leaders, academics, and young leaders from the four nations will meet their Thai counterparts in this invitation-only event aimed at addressing the most pressing issues facing the future development of this unique sub-region of ASEAN.
Mrs Apiradi elaborated that the upcoming forum will focus on four themes.
“Firstly, the Unleashing ‘CLMVT: Global Perspective on CLMVT Potentials’ theme will see an information exchange on the future of CLMVT to find what the sub-region really needs to achieve the set goal of the New Asian Growth Engine in terms of regional connectivity, global value chain, and inclusive tourism. Secondly, the ‘Unlocking CLMVT: Creating a Single, Seamless Region’ theme will touch issues that may hinder CLMVT’s effort to arrive at a Single and Seamless Region, the same goal that ASEAN is aspiring to.
“Thirdly, the ‘Quality CLMVT: Creating a Vibrant Business Environment and Good Living’ theme will be striving for the best in terms of trade and investment, based on the region’s most valuable assets: people and their quality of life. And lastly the theme of ‘Digital CLMVT: Supporting Digital Infrastructure in CLMVT’ will be pushing for a great leap towards the digital platform. Despite a small number of well-known tech start-ups or large e-commerce providers, the region still possesses a great opportunity for the younger generation to develop on this modern platform,” Mrs Apiradi explained.
The Minister envisages that the CLMVT Forum will become an annual brainstorming event for the best minds in the regions being hosted alternately by each of the five countries.
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