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In line with the Thai Government’s effort to strengthen the regional economy and cooperation in trade, investment, and tourism with neighbouring CLMV countries, the Ministry of Commerce of Thailand has set to organize the “CLMVT Forum 2016” for the first time ever from June 16-18, 2016, at Dusit Thani Hotel, Bangkok.

With cooperation from 11 alliance agencies from both government and private sectors, 
the grand forum will be conducted under the concept of “Towards a Shared Prosperity”, 
to highlight cooperation to strengthen the region’s potential, opportunities, development and advancement of trade, investment, and tourism, as well as business networking of the five CLMVT countries – Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam and Thailand.

Addressing the press conference at the Ministry’s Kitiyakara Voralaksana Room today 
(June 10, 2016), Commerce Minister Apiradi Tantraporn disclosed that Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha would be presiding over the opening ceremony on June 16, 2016, at 0900 hrs and deliver a welcome address and keynote speech on “CLMVT: Prosper Together”.  Other distinguished guest speakers include CLMVT ministers of economy, trade, industry, investment, and tourism, decision-makers from the Bank of Thailand, the Tourism Authority of Thailand, and the Stock Exchange of Thailand, on the public side.   From the business world are top executives from Nissan Motor Asia Pacific, Huawei Technologies, DHL, Accor Group, plus top and rising-star SME entrepreneurs from the five countries.

Turning up to show their full support at the press conference were Mrs Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul, Minister of Tourism and Sports; Mr Vira Rojpojchanarat, Minister of Culture; Dr Atchaka Sibunruang, Minister of Industry; and representatives of alliance agencies namely Tourism Authority of Thailand, the Board of Investment, Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau, and Mekong Institute.



The Minister of Commerce elaborated: “The ‘CLMVT Forum 2016: Towards a Shared Prosperity’ will be the first-ever platform which brings together prominent businesspeople, policy-makers in trade, investment, and tourism, top executives from both government and private sectors, new-generation entrepreneurs, and professional academics from the CLMVT countries. They will be here to share experiences, exchange information so as to seek development direction, accentuate opportunities, so that the CLMVT is readily set to become Asia’s New Growth Engine in terms of regional connectivity, global value chain, and inclusive tourism. The forum will seek to correct weaknesses, unlock all obstacles, maximize the region’s potential and, by way of Digital Economy, expand the network of CLMVT entrepreneurs, policy-makers and academics for the betterment of life quality in the region.”

The CLMVT Forum 2016 marks an outstanding cooperation of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Tourism and Sports, Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Industry, Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau, Tourism Authority of Thailand, the Board of Investment, Mekong Institute, Board of Trade of Thailand, Federation of Thai Industries, and the Thai Bankers’ Association.

The CLMV countries – comprising Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam – 
are Thailand’s important trade partners, with exports of products and services accounting to 10.4% and investment proportion of 10% of Thailand’s total direct investment. Tourists from CLMV countries also accounted to 10% of the total number of visiting foreign tourists in Thailand. Amidst the worldwide economic slowdown, the CLMVT – CLMV plus Thailand – still appreciates the fantastic 5.8% GDP growth from 2011 to 2014, with per capita income of 2,927 US dollars. And thanks to its total population of 235 million, most of them in the working age, the CLMVT region is truly the home of an enormous amount of purchasing power and consumption rate. All these have made it a significantly interesting destination for trade and investment among entrepreneurs from all corners of the globe.

The CLMVT Forum 2016 will bring together leading policy makers, entrepreneurs, business leaders, academics and young leaders from the five nations to talks and roundtable discussion on June 16-17.  The first day also features a Luncheon Talk and a gala dinner in honour of all delegates. On June 18, meanwhile, there will be a field trip where delegates will enjoy Thailand’s renowned tourist destinations.

In the morning session of June 16, the forum will be on “Unleashing CLMVT: Global Perspective on CLMVT Potential” focusing on trade, investment and regional tourism industry by key players from around the globe. The afternoon presents a roundtable discussion on “Unlocking CLMVT: Creating a Single, Seamless Region” in two separate sessions focusing on different main topics – “trade and investment” and “tourism”. Actively participating will be CLMVT ministers, top policymakers and businesspeople from five countries.
On June 17, all ministers will participate in the Plenary Meeting Room  in the morning to hear a keynote address by the Bank of Thailand Governor Dr Veerathai Santiprabhob on “Financial Connectivity in CLMVT” and President of The Stock Exchange of Thailand 
Mrs Kesara Manchusree in “Thriving CLMVT Economic Growth: The Role of Capital Market and SET” Following on will be a roundtable discussion on “Quality CLMVT: Creating a Vibrant Business Environment and Good Living”.

The afternoon discussions puts great emphasis on Digital Economy, as well as promoting bilateral discussion and networking within the region, building business connection among business start-ups.  A roundtable discussion will be on “Digital CLMVT: Supporting Digital Infrastructure in CLMVT”. And the forum will conclude with the summary of 2-day event.

As the host of the forum, the Royal Thai Government strongly hopes that the event will maintain its status as the bridge of all members’ economies and help strengthen of the entire supply chain, tighten cooperation and regional network in government, private sector, and academic levels, including the better environs of investment and tourism, leading to the immunity against global economic caprices, for the greater good, the shared prosperity and sustainability for all five countries.

* * * * * * * * * *


